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PHILADELPHIA: 

R.  P.  DESILVER,  255,  MARKET  STREET. 


1834. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Union 
Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  their  Office,  in  Carpen¬ 
ter’s  Court,  November  18,  1834,  the  following  Report  was  pre¬ 
sented,  read,  and  accepted ;  and  is  now  printed  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  charter. 

On  the  same  day  the  following  Gentlemen  were  elected  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Company  for  the  ensuing  year. 

President. — JACOB  GRATZ. 


MANAGERS 


WILLIAM  READ, 
WILLIAM  BOYD, 
CHARLES  GRAFF, 
WILLIAM  W.  FISHER, 
FRANCIS  G.  SMITH, 
PETER  HAHN, 


WILLIAM  Y.  BIRCH, 
GUST  A  YUS  CALHOUN, 
GEORGE  VAUX, 
JOSEPH  HOPKINSON, 
THOMAS  BIDDLE, 
WILLIAM  H.  KEATING. 


Engineers  in  the  employment  of  the  Company. 


CANVASS  WHITE,  Chief  Engineer. 
BENJAMIN  AYCRIGG,  Assistant  do. 
WILLIAM  LEHMAN,  Resident  Engineer. 


REPORT. 


The  Report  required  to  be  made  by  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  to  the  Stock¬ 
holders,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
is  offered,  on  this  occasion,  not  without  much  gratification 
on  their  part,  as  it  exhibits  the  success  of  this  important 
work,  becoming  yearly  more  and  more  evident. 

The  increased  intercourse  with  the  interior  of  the 
state,  and  particularly  the  western  regions,  through  this 

medium;  the  facilities  of  such  intercourse,  with  the  econ¬ 
omy  and  safety  of  canal  transportation  ;  together  with 
the  augmentation  and  progressively  increasing  revenue 
arising  from  tolls;  are  all  sure  indications  of  present  as 
well  as  the  future  prosperity  of  this  important  work  : 
important,  not  only  as  a  connecting  link  with  the  great 
state  canals,  but  as  also  in  regard  to  the  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  it  presents  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior,  and 
to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  increased  facilities 
of  trade  through  this  avenue. 
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The  Canal  continued  open,  for  navigable  purposes, 
last  year,  until  the  15th  of  December ;  about  which  time, 
it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  water  off,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  necessary  and  extensive  repairs. 

It  was  prepared  for  the  passage  of  loaded  boats  earlier 
this  spring  than  at  any  preceding  period ;  and,  in  fact, 
the  first  boat  passed  the  summit  level  of  the  Union  Canal 
on  the  9th  day  of  March  last. 

It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
uncommonly  dry  season  of  the  past  summer,  and  present 
autumn,  there  has  been  no  suspension  of  trade,  on  this 
Canal,  in  consequence  of  a  scarcity  of  water.  The  sum¬ 
mit  level,  (of  which  fears  have  heretofore  been  enter¬ 
tained,)  had  not  only  at  all  times  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  for  the  passage  of  boats  with  cargoes  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  tons  each,  but  also  acted  as  a  reser¬ 
voir,  in  furnishing  a  supply  to  some  of  the  levels  imme¬ 
diately  east  of  it,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Meyerstown, 
where  the  nature  of  the  limestone  ground  has  always 
proved  a  great  drain  upon  the  Canal,  by  leaks,  difficult  to 
overcome,  and  which  can  only  be  effectually  remedied  by 
planking.  Part  of  these  levels  were  lined  with  plank  last 
season ;  and  will  be  completed,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
defective  parts,  during  the  ensuing  winter,  and  be  ready 
for  the  opening  of  the  Canal  next  spring. 

In  thus  keeping  up,  during  this  extraordinary  drought, 


o 


an  ample  supply  of  water  for  navigable  purposes,  occa¬ 
sional  use  was  made  of  the  steam-engine,  which  had 
recently  been  established  at  Mr.  McLaughlin’s  pond, 
near  Lebanon,  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  and  conduct¬ 
ing  the  water  from  that  point  to  the  summit  level.  The 
efficacy  of  these  works,  in  producing  the  desired  result, 
has  been  completely  and  satisfactorily  tested  the  present 
season.  The  Great  Dam  on  the  Swatara,  at  the  Gap  of 
the  Blue  Mountain,  has  been  largely  drawn  upon,  during 
the  dry  season,  for  keeping  up  a  supply  of  water  on  the 
main  line  of  Canal,  and  has  entirely  answered  this  im¬ 
portant  purpose.  Owing  to  the  large  supply  of  water 
necessarily  drawn  from  this  grand  reservoir,  and  the  long 
continued  drought  in  the  mountain  region,  the  navigation 
from  Pine  Grove  has  been  interrupted  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  season. 

The  improvements  contemplated,  and  explained  in  the 
Report  of  last  year,  have  been  prosecuted  with  as  much 
despatch  as  was  compatible  with  the  nature  of  the  work, 
without  interfering  with  the  navigation. 

The  new  Cylindrical  Feeder,  from  the  wrater- works  on 
the  SwTatara  to  the  summit  level,  is  in  part  executed,  and 
will  be  completed  early  next  season.  By  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Engineer,  Benjamin  Aycrigg,  Esq.  it 
has  been  deemed  proper,  both  for  permanency  and  econ¬ 
omy,  to  construct  as  much  of  the  Cylindrical  Feeder  of 
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brick-work  as  practicable.  Where  the  Feeder  crosses 
ravines,  and  has  to  be  elevated  above  the  ground,  the 
wooden  cylinder  is  used,  raised  upon  substantial  frame 
trestles. 

)  ■  .  v 

The  Committee  of  Inspection,  who  lately  returned 

from  visiting  the  works  of  the  Company,  report  most 
favourably  of  this  part  of  the  improvement,  constructing 
under  the  eye  of  a  competent  Engineer,  as  being  well 
adapted  for  the  important  purpose  intended,  of  conduct¬ 
ing  the  water  through  this  extended  cylinder  of  three 
miles  and  a  quarter,  without  being  subject,  as  heretofore, 
to  a  great  loss  by  means  of  leakage  and  evaporation. 
They  also  speak  of  finding  the  whole  main  line  of  the 
Canal  in  excellent  navigable  order,  with  the  exception  of 
points  near  Meyerstown,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Hatnma- 
ker’s  Dam,  which  will  be  remedied  before  another  boat¬ 
ing  season  arrives.  The  necessary  plank  and  materials 
for  those  defective  parts  being  purchased,  and  already  on 
the  ground,  and  waiting  for  the  cessation  of  trade  upon 
the  Canal,  to  commence  operations,  not  only  there,  but 
to  continue  and  finish  with  double  lining  the  bottom  of 
the  summit  level. 

The  necessary  expenses  attending  these  improvements 
have  been  great ;  and  the  fund  from  wThich  they  were 
payable,  viz.  the  State  subscription  of  $200,000,  not 
being  available,  in  consequence  of  the  depressed  state  of 
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the  money  market,  the  Managers,  agreeably  to  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Stock  and  Loan  Holders,  applied  the 
receipts  of  tolls  to  the  payment  of  these  expenses,  which 
will  be  chargeable  to  the  State  Loan,  and  liquidated  from 
this  fund  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  advantageously  dis¬ 
posed  of :  $20,000  only  of  the  Stock  having  yet  been  sold, 
at  a  fraction  above  the  par  value. 

The  Tolls  received  the  current  year,  from  the  first  day 
of  November,  1833,  to  the  first  of  November,  1834, 
amount  to  $119,870  55  cents;  being  an  increase  of 
nearly  one-sixth  beyond  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  upwards  of  double  the  amount  received  for  Tolls  in 
1832. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  statement  annexed,  that 
the  principal  increase  in  Tolls  for  the  present  year 
has  been  derived  from  the  quantities  of  merchandise 
shipped  westward.  A  much  greater  increase  wrould,  no 
doubt,  have  taken  place,  had  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and 
the  Susquehanna  been  in  a  state  adapted  to  the  navigation 
of  these  important  streams.  The  long-continued  drought, 
however,  east  as  well  as  w7est  of  the  mountains,  affected 
these  rivers  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  was  not  practicable 
to  forward  the  products  of  the  west,  without  great  incon¬ 
venience,  to  points  on  the  Canal,  from  whence  they 
might,  at  a  cheap  and  easy  rate,  find  a  profitable  eastern 
market.  These  disappointments  will  occur,  when  we 
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have  only  the  natural  streams  to  rely  on :  they  are,  how¬ 
ever,  yearly  and  daily  passing  away.  The  obstacles 
which  nature  has  placed  in  the  way  are  fast  removing  by 
the  persevering  energy,  industry,  and  skill  of  man.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  has  done  much  to  accomplish  this.  The  stupen¬ 
dous  works  of  the  State,  by  means  of  Canals  and  Rail 
Roads,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  Commonwealth 
from  east  to  west,  and  embracing  the  fertile  valleys  of  the 
North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna,  are  proud 
monuments  of  her  capacity,  enterprise,  and  of  her  re¬ 
sources.  When  we  contemplate  these  works  of  Internal 
Improvement  now  completed,  (or  nearly  so,)  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  much  desired  connexion  with 
the  Ohio  Canal,  and  all  the  other  varied  sources  from 

which  trade  may  be  expected  to  be  multiplied  by  the  fa- 

\ 

cilities  thus  afforded ;  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon 
the  happy  issue  of  what  has  already  been  accomplished, 
and  look  with  flattering  anticipations  as  it  regards 
our  future  prospects.  In  full  confidence  that  the  Union 
Canal,  from  its  structure,  location,  and  abundant  supply 
of  water,  will  be  one  of  the  principal  auxiliaries  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  internal  trade  of  the  State,  the  Managers  of 
which,  after  having  expended  large  sums  of  money  in 
prosecuting  their  work,  and  acting  as  the  advanced  pio¬ 
neers  in  connecting  the  waters  of  the  East  with  that  of 
the  West,  congratulate  their  Stockholders  upon  the 
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cheering  prospects  of  an  ample  remuneration  for  the 
heavy  expenditures  incurred. 

The  subjoined  statement  exhibits  the  Treasurer's  An¬ 
nual  Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures ;  also  the 
amount  of  Tolls  received  ;  together  with  the  quantity  ot 
Tonnage,  and  particular  kinds  of  Articles,  transported 
through  the  Union  Canal,  from  the  first  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1833,  to  the  first  day  of  November,  1834.  * 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

WILLIAM  READ,  President . 


Philadelphia ,  November  18,  1834. 


Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania  in  account  with  Thomas  P.  Roberts ,  Treasurer . 
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Statement  of  the  Amount  of  Tonnage  which  passed  the  Union 
Canal ,  from  the  1st  of  November ,  1833,  £o  the  1st  of  November , 
1834. 


Articles  that  passed  from  West  to  East. 


Flour,  63,972  barrels 

Tons 

6,111 

cwt. 

13 

qr. 

3 

lb. 

9 

Wheat  and  Rye,  299,818  bushels 

8,030 

17 

1 

23 

Whiskey,  13,627  barrels  . 

1,825 

1 

1 

7 

Iron,  bar,  pig,  and  castings 

3,617 

1 

0 

12 

Iron  ore  .... 

1,173 

00 

0 

00 

Coal,  bituminous 

2,578 

00 

0 

00 

Coal,  anthracite 

6,911 

14 

0 

00 

Lumber-  .  .  .  ’  . 

12,995 

12 

0 

00 

Shingles  .  v  . 

3,139 

0 

0 

00 

Staves  .  v  . 

593 

1 

0 

00 

Tobacco  .... 

1,010 

11 

0 

6 

Sundries — consisting  of  corn,  flaxseed, 
hemp,  wool,  clover  seed,  lard,  butter, 
pork,  live  hogs,  bacon,  leather,  lime¬ 
stone,  lime,  marble,  &c. 

5,633 

19 

1 

8 

Articles  that  passed  from  East 
Merchandise  .  jj .  .  .  *  . 

to  West. 

.  14,741 

11 

0 

1 

Fish,  16,920  barrels  .  fcf.. 

• 

2,266 

2 

1 

00 

Salt,  88,109  bushels 

• 

2,360 

1 

1 

22 

Rail  iron  .  .  . 

• 

2,575 

13 

2 

07 

Sundries — consisting  of  grindstones, 
marble,  fruit,  bricks,  &c. 

328 

16 

3 

10 

Gypsum  .  .  i-  ' '. 

• 

8,644 

9 

0 

00 

Tons 


Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb. 


53,619  11  0  12 


30,916  14  0  12 
84,536  05  0  24 


The  total  number  of  Boats  which  passed  the  Canal  was  5,227. 

Amount  of  Tolls  received  from  the  1st  of  November,  1833,  to  the  1st  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1834,  $119,870  53. 


Philadelphia,  November  1,  1834. 


THOMAS  P.  ROBERTS,  Treasurer. 


